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CSU Stanislaus’ new president, Joseph F. Sheley, has 
�rsthand experience with the contagious nature of 
university pride. 

Sheley boarded a crowded hotel elevator last year while 
attending an event as provost and vice president for 
academic a�airs at his alma mater, Sacramento State. 
One man noticed a Sacramento State pin on Sheley’s 
lapel and asked if he worked there.

“Yeah, but I also went to school there,” he replied. 
Within moments, everyone in the elevator had revealed 
that they, too, were Sacramento State graduates. “And 
our two kids are going there now,” a woman said.

“And they were proud,” Sheley recalled. “Man, I came o� that elevator feeling 40 
feet tall.”

For Sheley, who now wears a CSU Stanislaus pin wherever he goes, the story 
became symbolic of the connection alumni should feel to their university. �at 
connection starts with outreach from the university, he said, and grows naturally 
from the sense of pride and appreciation a graduate feels for his or her college 
education and experience.

“I really am a �rm believer that when you get an education at a university, you get 
a relationship with an institution for the rest of your life,” he said.

Sheley earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Sacramento State before 
receiving his Ph.D. in Sociology at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He 
said he �rst recognized the importance of alumni relations during his 21 years as 
faculty member and department chair at Tulane University in New Orleans. �en, 
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he helped build connections with alumni throughout his 16 years in leadership at Sacramento State.

His time at Sacramento State included a yearlong stint as executive director of alumni relations — an 
experience Sheley said was invaluable in his preparation for becoming president of a CSU campus.

“It was a great year in that sense,” Sheley said. “I learned a lot about events. I learned a lot about 
communication. It really reinforced my own values about creating connections between a university and 
its alumni.”

In his �rst several months on the job at CSU Stanislaus, Sheley has met with many elected o�cials and 
business leaders from throughout the area. He has found CSU Stanislaus graduates in many key positions, 
including dozens of CEOs and business owners.

�e pride those graduates feel in their university — and their willingness and desire to talk about it — 
enhances the campus’ presence in the community and can serve as a valuable networking tool, providing 
a link between prospective employers and employees and a validation of the quality of a job applicant’s 
education. 

“We have so many students who are staying in town, and they’re running the businesses,” Sheley said. 
“We belong in this community. We’re not an island. We’re part of it, and we always will be.”

Legacy of Finance Professor U. Rao Cherukuri Honored 
Through Scholarship Endowment and 
Lecture Hall Dedication
One year a�er his passing, longtime CSU Stanislaus Professor U. Rao 
Cherukuri has been remembered by former students and colleagues for 
the legacy of scholarship, mentorship and friendship he created during 
his 36 years teaching at CSU Stanislaus. 

�rough a donation from his family, a lecture hall at Demergasso-Bava 
Hall was dedicated in his name, and a scholarship endowment established 
in his memory. Recipients of the scholarship will be known as Cherukuri 
Scholars, and will be selected from among �nance students, with 
preference given to �rst-generation college students or emancipated foster youth. 

A Fulbright Scholar with �ve advanced honors degrees, Dr. Cherukuri was the �rst in his family to attend 
a university, and served as a role model for �rst-generation college students. A founding faculty member 
of the College of Business Administration, Dr. Cherukuri, who joined the CSU Stanislaus faculty in 1970, 
developed the undergraduate and graduate �nance curriculum and played a key role in starting and 
developing the Master of Business Administration degree. 

Professor Cherukuri earned the Outstanding Professor Award in 2002 and he coached the Stanislaus 
Team for the International Business Policy Simulation Games, which won �ve championships under his 
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To date, the business forecast reports have proven to be 
about 94 percent accurate, providing a highly reliable 
forecasting tool for business owners and decision makers.
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guidance.  Professor Cherukuri’s teaching philosophy stressed the practical aspects of business, as well 
as theory. To demonstrate this, he o�en brought distinguished speakers into class to facilitate interaction 
between business executives and students.

During a recent event held in his memory, friends, family and the university community gathered to 
remember Dr. Cherukuri’s contributions, dedicate the U. Rao Cherukuri Lecture Hall and announce 
business major Nam Nguyen as the �rst Cherukuri Scholar. 

Business Economist Predicts Accelerated Growth for Valley 
Economy Over the Next Two Years
CSU Stanislaus business economics professor Gökçe Soydemir projects 
that the San Joaquin Valley economy will perform at more accelerated 
rates in 2013 and 2014 than in previous years.

In his second annual Business Forecast Report, presented on Nov. 15 
to area business owners and community leaders, Soydemir cited two 
main reasons for his positive projection: employment growth well above 
that of previous years; and higher expectations among both consumers 
and business owners, as evidenced by consumer con�dence and new 
manufacturing orders. 

Soydemir highlighted several aspects of his �ndings: 
•	San Joaquin Valley employment grew by an annual percentage rate of 

2.08 in the �rst eight months of 2012. All counties except Madera posted job growth, and growth was 
seen in all employment categories except government. 

•	 In 2012, California was second in the U.S. in job growth a�er Texas. Soydemir predicts the “natural 
rate” of unemployment — 12 percent for the Valley and 6 percent for the nation — will be reached by 
early 2014.

•	For the �rst time since the recessionary period of 2007-2009, the average sales price of new single-
family houses is projected to increase in 2013. Foreclosures will continue to decrease.

•	Most notably, the Valley economy began to show slowly strengthening performance. Following a 
well-de�ned housing market turning point in the past year, builders have slowly begun constructing 
new dwellings. 

�e Business Forecast Report, 
which is available free at http://
www.csustan.edu/sjvbfr, provides 
projections for the San Joaquin 
Valley labor market; regional housing conditions; prices and in�ation; and depositary institutions and 
capital markets. To date, the business forecast reports have proven to be about 94 percent accurate, 
providing a highly reliable forecasting tool for business owners and decision makers.

http://www.csustan.edu/sjvbfr
http://www.csustan.edu/sjvbfr
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�e College of Business 
Administration Student Success 
Center held its twenty-��h annual 
Accounting Night in the CSU 
Stanislaus Event Center on Sept. 27. 
�e event brought companies and 
organizations together to identify 
prospective employees and help 
students to learn about careers in 
accounting and �nance by talking 
with experts in those �elds. 

Seventeen �rms participated, all 
of them in search of potential 
employees among the CSU Stanislaus accounting and �nance students in attendance.

�e event raised $5,000 in sponsorships that will be used to fund future recruiting events. 

Fall 2012 Accounting Night

A special thanks to our generous sponsors: 

Atherton & Associates CPA, LLP
Becker Professional Education
Bronco Wine Company
California State Auditor
Cal CPA
California State Board of Equalization
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Foster Farms
Franchise Tax Board
Genske Mulder & Co., LLP
Grimbleby Coleman CPAs, Inc. 

Kemper CPA Group LLP
Moss Adams LLP
Target
Northwestern Mutual
Schmidt, Bettencourt & Medeiros, LLP

“�is is a critical event for many of our students 
and employers.�e connections made at this event 
have proven to be fruitful for the past 25 years for 
our accounting students seeking employment in 
accounting and �nance.”

Dr. David Lindsay 
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�e College of Business 
Administration Student Success 
Center hosted its annual Meet the 
Firms Night – Fall Job Fair, “Get 
Dressed for Success,” on Oct. 25 in 
the CSU Stanislaus Event Center. 
�irty-�ve recruiters and 16 
companies attended. Sponsorship 
support was provided by: 

Meet the Firms Night Fall Job Fair

Becker CPA Review
Berger & Company, CPAs
Consolidated Electrical Distributors, Inc.
E. & J. Gallo Winery
Employment Development Department
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Foster Farms
Franchise Tax Board
Grimbleby Coleman CPAs, Inc.
Institute of Management Accountants
Kemper CPA Group LLP
Moss Adams LLP
Primerica
�e Wine Group
Target
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services

�e sponsorship support allowed the Student Success Center 
to o�er the students tote bags to carry their event materials, 
and to provide recruiters with books containing resume’s 
from the 120 students in attendance.

Many of the �rms discussed full-time employment 
opportunities with graduating seniors, and internship 
opportunities with students completing their junior and 
senior year.

“�is event is the �rst step in the recruitment process for 
many of our students,” said professor of management and 
human resources Dr. Edward H. Hernandez. “�ey learn 
how to dress appropriately and �eld tough questions from 
employers screening for the knowledge, skills and abilities 
they are seeking. �ese opportunities are rare for students 
and we are very pleased with the turnout of our students and 
supporting companies.”
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Alumni Spotlight

Duncan Reno
Year Graduated:
1986

Degree and Major: 
B.S. in Business Administration with concentration in marketing and 
management

Current Occupation: 
General Manager and Chief Operating O�cer, Del Rio Country Club

Hometown: 
Detroit 

Current City of Residence: 
Ceres 

Career/Life Achievements: 
•	Certi�ed Club Manager through CMAA (Club Managers Association of America)
•	20 years as GM/COO for same club, same position, a rare distinction in the industry.
•	College of Business Administration CSU Stanislaus Business Alumni of the Year — 2002
•	Central Catholic High School Foundation board member
•	Past President and current member of the board of directors for St. Stanislaus School 
•	Executive committee member to the pastor at St. Stanislaus Church
•	Current member of the board of directors for the Northern California chapter of the CMAA
•	College of Business Administration Business Advisory Board, Chair 2002 to 2004

Passions/Interests/Life Goals
I am living my dream right now with my great family, wonderful job, good friends and love for Christ.

I chose CSU Stanislaus because…
It was close to home so I could work, and the reputation of its business college was the best.

How CSU Stanislaus helped prepare me for my career
�e classes taken at CSU Stanislaus were applicable, meaning it wasn’t just theory; we were able to apply 
the learning in real-life settings working with the community. Building these relationships was exciting 
and has been extremely helpful in what I do today.

Best business advice to pass on to someone
It’s all about relationships; building that positive rapport with people and recognizing the good in them, 
is extremely important in business. Looking at everyone that comes in contact with you as a potential 
“GOOD” for you, allows you to seek and see what’s best.
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Beta Gamma Sigma Inducts New Members
On Nov. 30, 48 students from the College of Business Administration were admitted to Beta Gamma 
Sigma, the National Honorary Scholastic Business Society, California State University, Stanislaus Chapter.  
Only the best business students and professionals in the world can claim membership in Beta Gamma 
Sigma. More speci�cally, students ranking in the top 10 percent of the baccalaureate and top 20 percent 
of graduate programs, also with a GPA (Grade Point Average) of 3.5 and above, at schools accredited by 
AACSB, International – �e Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business  – are eligible for the 
membership invitation. 

�e new members’ outstanding academic performance has brought them into this honorary society and 
worldwide network with outstanding professionals. Congratulations to the new Beta Gamma Sigma 
members from the California State University, Stanislaus Chapter: 

Christina Alger
Chelsey Alley
Enrique Almanza
Ramandip Bhangal
Sarah Bogetti
Eric Boklund
Kevin Byers
Kanyanach Caballero
Kyle Cadigan
Benedict V. Cipponeri III
Gregory Davis
Deanna DenOuden
Monique C. Early
Robert J. Gilkey
Sarah Guthery
Danielle M. Harvey

Carlos Hernandez
Cory Himes
Stephanie Hockett
Lindsay Hover
John W.Hubbard
Sarah Jackson
Amanda B. Lewis
Duane Lillie
Sean Lintz
Kaycee Lopez
Jessie Lopez
Patrick J. Loschke
Renee Louis
Louis S. Maldonado
Gabrielle Marr
Robert D. McGhee 

Anthony M. Melo
Jolene Melton
Dawne Musolf
Nam Phuong Nguyen
Raymond Sanchez
Jason G. Scott
Kristin Shirley
Heather Stone
Elizabeth Suratt
Robert Sylva
Candice Vieira
Lily Wambugu
Elizabeth Willmon
Richelle Winkler
Donald W. Wright
Kristen Zdanowski
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Fall 2012 Beta Alpha Psi New Members
�e College of Business Administration inducted 11 students to the Lambda Rho Chapter 269 of Beta 
Alpha Psi (BAP) on Nov. 30.  

At California State University, Stanislaus, BAP student members attend professional meetings and 
participate in service activities. �ese meetings help members strengthen their communication, 
interpersonal and networking skills, as well as increase their knowledge of working at local, regional and 
national accounting �rms. 

Congratulations to the new members of Lambda Rho Chapter 269 of Beta Alpha Psi: 

Samuel Berryhill 
Christopher Casillas 
Pete Dicochea 
Gabrielle Gilmore 

Carlos Hernandez 
Cristina Hernandez 
John Hubbard 
Nicole Jenkins 

Jolene Melton 
Sylvia Razniak
Gavin �ayer

Beta Gamma Sigma Achieves National Honor
�e board of governors of Beta Gamma Sigma sent a congratulatory 
message to our chapter for being named an Exemplary Chapter for the 
2011-2012 year.  To be named an Exemplary Chapter at least 70 percent 
of all those qualifying for membership at both the undergraduate and 
graduate level must have accepted the invitation to become a lifetime 
member of Beta Gamma Sigma.

�is is a signi�cant achievement and indicates a high value is placed on 
scholarship recognition at California State University, Stanislaus. �e 
College of Business Administration applauds the e�ort of Dr. Tzu-Man 
(Mandy) Huang, our chapter advisor, for this signi�cant accomplishment.


