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Call to Order:   Cheree Wisniewski called the meeting to order at 5:00pm 
 
Attendance: Gabriela Vivanco (Diversity); Gilbert Songalia (Arts); Jasmine Page (Business); Joshua 
Palmer (Student Organizations); Marilu Bonilla (Education); Julianna Avalos-Gracia (Natural 
Sciences); Alejandro Ybarra (Graduate); Cheree Wisniewski (Humanities/Social Sciences); Chelsea 
Lewandowski (Athletics); Ron Noble (Dean of Students)  
 
Tardy:  Mariam Salameh (President-Chair) arrived at 5:34 pm, Marvin Hooker (Vice 

President) arrived at 5:34 pm; Felipe Sanchez (At-Large) arrived at 5:26 pm; 
 
Absent:    
 
Staff:  Cesar Rumayor, Executive Director 
 
Guests: Cristian Pires, Kenya Isurugi, Venus Lopez 
 
Point Totals:  Chelsea Lewandowski has 8; Jasmine Page 4; Marilu Bonilla has 4; Cheree 
Wisniewski has 4; Felipe Sanchez has 4. 
  
Approval of Agenda: 
Motion made/seconded to approve agenda for September 17, 2013 (Songalia/Noble).  
Motion passed (10-0-0) at 5:01 pm  
 
Approval of Minutes:  
Motion made/seconded (Songalia/Bonilla) to approve minutes from August 27th, 2013.  
Motion passed (10-0-0) at 5:02 pm.  
 
Motion made/ seconded (Songalia/Ybarra) to approve minutes from September 3rd, 2013.  
Motion passed (10-0-0) at 5:02 pm.  
 
Announcements & Presentations:  

a. Director Mahmoud Lamadanie from the Office of International Education 
-Worked in a historically Black university, 100 years old.  
-In 6 years, 1000+ students were brought to the school 
-High ability students got scholarships to Harvard, MIT; Valedictorian was international 
student 
-Was a former student leader, grew up near Jerusalem; fought for freedom, human rights 
-USA is the only country in the world that based on an idea where anyone from around the 
world can come and fulfill their dreams 
-Attended Georgetown University; wanted to be close to center of power; wanted to use 
international education as tool to connect people. 
-California has 120,789 international students, #1 in the nation 
-International students are the fifth largest “service sector”; pay double in tuition; shop in 
Turlock, etc. stimulate economy 
-They teach us about critical thinking skills, prepare us for global jobs 
-We should reach out to international students; say hi to them on campus 
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-When you learn languages, cultures, you have transferable skills 
-Consider studying abroad! We need to strengthen study abroad programs 
-We need more diversity: intellectual, cultural 
-Get students out of their comfort zone; empower yourself! 
-765, 000 international students come to USA: China, India, South Korea, Saudi Arabia 
(political and educational reason), Canada, Taiwan, Japan, and Mexico 
-Integrate students into the culture; not assimilate-we want them to keep their culture.  

 
-Gilbert Songalia: where do you see the office in 2 years? 
- Mahmoud Lamadanie: in growth mode. Has to be a campus without borders! As Student 
leaders, you are the forefront of this. I would love to host you all.  
 
-Marilu Bonilla: You say you want to strengthen the study abroad program, how? 
-Mahmoud Lamadanie: Subsidies from the office; Provost is on the same page; push the 
envelope-we have faculty who could lead these program, etc.  
-Marilu Bonilla: If you talk to people, money is always the issue.  
 
-Gilbert Songalia: What did Student Government do that aided integration for international 
students on your former campuses?  
-Mahmoud Lamadanie: International food days; come out to meet students during arrival; 
international buddy system; there are many modalities to coordinate relations 
 
-Cheree: Why do you think our campus has such a low number on international students? 
-Mahmoud Lamadanie: International education is like a business, it has to be run correctly. 
We can do it here! 
 

Cristian Pires speaks on behalf of Cultures United club. He states that its purpose is to keep 
International Students connected to campus life. Cesar Rumayor asked if there were any issues in the 
past with the office. Christian Pires stated that there was just no connection; he want to leave this 
organization not only in the hands of the club, but in the hands of this board. He also advertised their   
successful FB page (Cultures United). Meetings are Fridays at 4:00pm, biweekly, in ELP room 
Educational Services.   
 

a. Dean Ashour Badal, Ph.D. from Stockton Center 

-Background: Has been with the University for 11 years as faculty until 2012-took position of 
associate Dean for Extended Ed, then Interim Dean of Stockton Center.  
-About Stockton Center: San Joaquin County wanted the 24 CSU campus, but that’s not 
possible in the legislator right now. Want public institutions-Turlock and Sacramento both 50 
miles away. Generally upper division at the Center, Delta Community College has been 
providing lower division units. The Stockton program offerings were decimated after the 
budget crisis: library services, health services, financial aid advising, programs, services 
pulled from Stockton. 97 full time student equivalents now! 
-With president Sheley, we ask the question: what are we doing with Stockton? – We need to 
show our campus and community if we are serious about Stockton. My job is to build the 
campus-basically building a new university. Everything is being reinstated. Not just bringing 
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in programs, but bringing in university life- the “student experience.”  
-Purpose of this meeting: to meet and get ideas from the board in terms of how we can 
improve student services there. They need to receive a quality education and university life.  
 
-Ron Noble: Difficulties-finding someone from Stockton to serve on this board. When we do 
have a student, communication is good-that’s an idea! 
- Dr. Ashour Badal: Students request ability to network with the community and campus, 
seeking to hire student assistants.  

-$5,000 allocation 
-Budget Expenditures handout was passed out including proposed events and their costs 
-Seeking to employ students to represent center 
-Want students to be able to finish their students there, and not have to come to Turlock 
 
-Mariam Salameh: We are seeking help to recruit a student to serve on the board 
-Ron Noble: Issue for Board is having a student from Stockton come represent-hard to find 
student who is working full time and taking night classes 
 
- Dr. Ashour Badal: Objective was for the board to review list, maybe for a week. Our student 
representatives would be responsible to coordinate these events in colaboration with ASI; if 
you have more ideas, please email them to me.  
 
-Gilbert Songalia: $16,000 was budgeted, $900 for tv-how much do you want to spend for 
student hiring? 
-Dr. Ashour Badal: I want to cost these events first and the left over will be allocated for 
students’ pay.  
 
-Gilbert Songalia: What is the number one need of Stockton Center Students? 
-Dr. Ashour Badal:  Academically-the ability to take all their classes in Stockton. It is very 
difficult for them. Outside of academics-jobs. Getting connected with employers is also a 
challenge.  
 
-Gilbert Songalia: In your opinion, is this allocation enough for Stockton? 
-Dr. Ashour Badal: I think it’s good now. I want to start small and take on something we can 
handle.   
 
-Mariam Salameh: A lot of students want student support services to minimize their commute 
- Dr. Ashour Badal: Library, evaluations, and financial aid advising are being reinstated.  
 
- Dr. Ashour Badal: We always had good plans for Stockton, we just never had our own 
budget. We have 3 computer labs. Last installed in 2006. We will be installing new 
computers. Distance learning TV’s are at least 20 years old-$350,000 in cost to change (state 
of the art technology). You can’t run a university with substandard qualities 
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-Gilbert Songalia: How do services work if students are manly night students? 
-Dr. Ashour Badal: Psychology, Liberal Studies, and Business programs are going to be 
offered. We are going to start pushing day classes. We are going to have more day classes. If 
we build it, they will come. But yes, historically they have been at night.  
 
-Ron Noble: We are not going to follow the unwritten agreement with Delta College, correct?  
-Dr. Ashour Badal: We are going to offer lower division courses. Delta is really limited on 
space. Delta can now offer classes during the day at the Stockton center. It would facilitate a 
process of transferring students who can connect with our staff and make their transition from 
Delta to CSU to build up enrollment. 
 
-Cheree Wisniewski: What is your vision for the Stockton Campus? 
- Dr. Ashour Badal: If you ask the community, they want the 24th campus. But that’s just not 
going to happen right now. We can grow quite a bit though. Delta is so impacted, they just 
can’t serve more students. If we build our programs, we can serve students there.  
 
-Gilbert Songalia: Who would you be interested in bringing to the music event? 
-Dr. Ashour Badal:  I don’t know yet. I want this to be broad enough to solicit information 
from you. 
  
-Gilbert Songalia: I would want to know if there is an interest to bring the Arts up there. I 
would want to fight to bring those things to you, but I need to know if there is an audience.  
-Dr. Ashour Badal: That would be great! Let me worry about bringing the folks.  
 
October 30- Stockton Center Open House-5:30pm-7:30pm; this is an opportunity to show off 
the facility and show off new plan/program growth. Postmaster will be sent. Email me ideas 
by next Tuesday. 

 
Open Forum:   
 
Discussion: 

a. CSU System-Wide Graduation and Commencement Rates and  Fees  
President Salameh explained the hand out given to her regarding graduation/commencement 
rates and fees and the reason for a proposed increase in the graduation fee (money being taken 
out from reserves; from commencement funds). Ron Noble proceeded to explain this reason 
in further detail and added that it is more expensive this year because a third ceremony is 
being added.  
 
Marilu leaves the meeting at 6:32 pm 
 
According to Ron Noble, a fee increase would not have to go to SFAC but it just needs 
advising. Cesar Rumayor stated that as students, we don’t want to pay $75 but at what point 
do we want to let them go into the red? Ron Noble and Cesar Rumayor suggested that we go 
back and do the math to figure out what the bare minimum is: what would $60 get us? 
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Gilbert Songalia brought up the idea of  providing $15,000 for diplomas and subsidizing parts 
of graduation  ceremonies to minimize costs for students. 
 
Marvin Hooker stated that from a business aspect, it would be ridiculous for an over 100 
percent increase in the first year. 
 
Motion made/seconded by Songalia/Wisniewski to extend the conversation by 10 minutes.  
Motion passed 12-0-0 at 6:46 pm.   
 
Maggie Ruiz proceeded to provide information comparative information about graduation 
rates and fees from different 5 different CSU campuses: Bakersfield, Humboldt, Monterey 
Bay, San Marcos, and Sonoma.  
  
 
Ron Noble mentioned that nothing is a waste within the fee. President Salameh agreed, but 
pointed out that the family lunch was unnecessary.  
 
Cheree Wisniewski stated that a semester fee, similar to CSU San Marcos’, is a good idea and 
students feel like they’re paying a little less. Gilbert Songalia likes San Marcos’ fee structure; 
it stretches out over time; it’s not like you’re swallowing up the whole event. President 
Salameh asked if it was fair to have students not participating in commencement pay into it. 
Ron Noble stated that we have sufficient research and again asked us to think about what $60 
would give us. Jasmine Page stated that $75 is cheaper than even $10 gradually/per semester.  
Marvin Hooker stated that  as a Board we are not for $75, but we’re not opposed to increasing 
the fee. A straw poll was taken of what Marvin said and most agreed.  
Cesar looked up the Chancellor’s decree referring to graduation fees: it is up to the President, 
but we don’t need SFAC approval. 

  
Action Items: 

a. Approval of Venus Lopez for Director of Environment 
Discussion: Marvin Hooker stated that he and President Salameh feel that she is a 
great candidate and we can thank Julianna for bringing her here. Venus wants to work 
with the sustainability coordinator to make students aware of the day to day items that 
we waste. Marvin also stated that one of her ideas is organizing a tree planting event.  
Venus Lopez stated that she also plans to create an environmental program, to pick up 
trash and educate people. President Salameh stated that Venus’ passion for the 
environment really impressed her. She wants to educate people on how to be 
sustainable.  
 
Motion made/seconded by Songalia/Wisniewski to approve Venus Lopez for Director 
of Environment.   
Motion passed 12-0-0 at 7:02pm. 
 

b. Approval of ASI Intramural Program Resolution 
Cesar Rumayor stated that this is a discussion the Board has already had and it will not 
include a transfer of funds. Gilbert Songalia asked if there was any way to control 
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intramural fees. Cesar Rumayor stated that once we let go of it, we can advocate again 
for students. Ron Noble asked to clarify what it means for the SRC to have “ownership 
of it. Cesar Rumayor stated that it would mean taking our entire operation and making 
it into an SRC operation and employees will be classified as state employees. Jake 
Regal’s position cannot be automatically transferred. It must be posted.  Cesar 
Rumayor also stated that the SRC has $50,000 from position ending salary savings to 
incur this cost.  

 
Chelsea leaves the meeting at 7:08 pm.   
 
Gilbert Songalia stated that he wants to ensure that there will be a smooth transition 
and intramurals will keep it going for the spring. Cesar Rumayor stated that that is 
why action is being taken now.  
 
Motion made/seconded  by Hooker/Wisniewski to approve the ASI Intramural 
Program Resolution.   
 
Discussion: Ron Noble asked if the SRC has space to absorb all employees. 
Cesar Rumayor stated that Jake Regal’s Recreation Student Assistant is not being 
willing to be absorb.   
 
Motion passed 11-0-1 at 7:12pm 
 

c. Approval of Marketing and Retail Coordinator Job Description  
Cesar Rumayor stated that this is a Revisal of Katie Wall’s position and only an 
approval of the job description is needed at the moment. There are no major changes.   
The format is being changed from paragraph to bullet form.  
  
Felipe leaves meeting at 7:13 pm.  
 
Motion made/seconded by Songalia/Ybarra to approve the Marketing and Retail 
Coordinator Job Description.  
Motion passed 11-0-0 at 7:17 pm.  
 

Corporate Staff Reports: 
a. Governmental Affairs – Amber Deming 

-Update on WST recruitment: 
-11 applications 
-7 strong members have shown up to WST meeting 
 
-Still accepting applications 

-Event tomorrow in the quad; next week is Nationa Voter Registration day-may need help  
-Sent update about Turlock City Council meeting via email  
 
President Salameh recongnized Amber for all her hard work, the postmasters sent out to 
advertise her event, etc.  
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Director Reports: 

Director At Large: Felipe Sanchez Tinoco 
- Absent 
 
Director, Diversity: Gabriela Vivanco 
- Contacted MCE coordinator and offered help to promote her events 
 
Director, Business: Jasmine Page 
- Talked to professor about clubs and honors societies in the business department 
- Working with professor to make students aware of resources available to them  
 
Director, Arts: Gilbert Songalia  
- Promoted upcoming events for Art Department 
- Visiting art clubs and improve club 

 
Director, Human/Health Science: vacant 
 
Director, Humanities/Social Sciences: Cheree Wisneiwski  
- Goals was to help facilitate internships; we need to be advocating the school to do that. 
- Spoke professor about reaching out to the community to find internships for students.  

 
Director, Athletics: Chelsea Lewandowski 
- President Salameh made an announcement regarding the Open Forum with the Athletic 

Director to be held on September 22nd.  
 
Director, Student Organizations: Joshua Palmer 
- Clubs and orgs are slowly turning in chartering information.  
- Will start committee to hear their needs; club council 
- Promotion of event: what you didn’t know about sex-all clubs and orgs need to go to this 

event.  
- Hopes to get in contact with all clubs and orgs; has received 2 pages of contact 

information   
- Form committee and ask them if they’re interested in collaborating with him to help others 

 
Director, Environment – Venus Lopez 
- No report 
 
Director, Resident Life: vacant 

 
Director, Education: Marilu Bonilla 
- Absent 

 
Director, Natural Sciences: Julianna Avalos-Gracia 
- Working to increase visibility 
- Attended Pre-health Society meeting 
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- Will attend Chemistry Society meeting on Thursday 
 

Director, Stockton: vacant 
 
Director, Graduate: Alejandro Ybarra 
- No report 
 
Dean of Students: Ron Noble 
- Today was constitution day; University is required to provide information to students.  
- Chancellor is visiting on Friday October 4th and wants to meet with students from noon-

1pm in the Faculty Development Center 
- Evacuation Drill on 24th of November 

 
Faculty member: vacant 

 
Executive Reports: 

 
a. President – Mariam Salameh 

-Invited everyone to the Library Open House  
-Largely because of the efforts of the last At-large Director, the the budget was 
approved to extend library hours in Spring. Maybe even mid-Fall. Will be 
implemented this Spring. 

- Full reports have been emailed 
- Investiture: very important! November 22nd 10:00am-12:30 pm. Will be representing the 
whole student body; will write 3 minute speech; will be processing in with ASI wearing 
polos; very important! 
- CSSA this weekend; agenda is posted; working on welcome packet to be sent Thursday 
morning; wear polos on Saturday 
 

b. Vice President – Marvin Hooker  
- Polos came in: in the office  
- Finalized relations with UWC; Julianna, Gaby, Cheeree, Marilu need to be placed on 

committees.   
- Recruiting is going very well 
- Club allocation procedures will be changed 
- The Programming Ad Hoc Committee has met.  

-Biweekly tabling-each committee member will be planning.  
-Next one will be a trivia game 
-High-five me if you’re a business major shirt 
- Ideas for spring: dunk directors, administrators, money booth.  

- Check director emails  
- Erika, Cesar have started talks about Winter Retreat to be held  January 22-24  
- Taylor has been working the budget 
- Open Forums, Oct 16, 17: come up with survey that everyone will pass out in their classes 

to discuss what kind of questions they want asked 
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- We have a faculty member who was appointed to serve as our faculty member. Will be on 
next week’s agenda. Read statement from faculty 

- Meeting with Russ: Melody from facilities and Chief od UPD to discuss what will happen 
at the end of the parking fees agreement. We’ve started the discussion with them. 

- Impressed with Directors’ work 
  

Other Reports: 
a. Executive Director – Cesar Rumayor 

- Merchandise for Fall is available downstairs 
- Stanfest: carnival completed; Stanfest Concert this weekend. Pick up your free ticket!  
- We are having a Skype meeting with auditor to approve financial report 
- The union is having a union week next week!  
- The service desk is being moved to the WAC. Looking for estimate on cost. It’s going to 

be a lounge with couches and charging station.  
 

Closing Comments: 
 
Adjournment: 
Motion made/seconded (Noble/Songalia) to adjourn the meeting. 
Motion passes unanimously (11-0-0) at 7:56 pm. 
 
Minutes approved by: ______________________________ Date: __________________ 
   Mariam Salameh, President 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by: ______________________________ Date: __________________ 
   Maggie Ruiz, Executive Assistant 


