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PLAN OVERVIEW: The Psychology student learning objectives reported in the 2009 
Psychology Program APR are as follows: 

1. Demonstrate psychological literacy. 
2. Be able to identify strengths and weaknesses in psychology studies. 
3. Apply psychology concepts to address real-world problems. 
4. Communicate effectively in formal and informal written and oral modes. 
5. Be able to identify the commonalities and differences between different theoretical 

frameworks. 
6. Describe and act in accordance with the scientist-practitioner model. 
7. Act according to the ethical principles adopted by the profession. 

 
The following table from the 2009 Psychology Undergraduate Program APR contains the 
curriculum map of student learning objectives (SLOs) and how they will be assessed. Since 
students are required to choose courses from four groups (Fundamentals, Biological Bases, 
Human Behavior and Applied Psychology), specific courses were not listed, only the group. 
Other courses like Psyc 2010, 2020, 3000 are required of all students.  Psyc 4020 and 4900 are 
potential capstone courses so they were included. The assessment methods are listed in the 
black cells and would provide the outcome data to evaluate progress on SLOs. 
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WHEN DID THE FACULTY MEET TO DISCUSS THE FINDINGS?  The Psychology 

Undergraduate Program Committee (UGPC) is the primary body that meets every two weeks to 
discuss undergraduate curriculum issues and assessment.  They spent a large part of 2009 
refining the Academic Program review for Psychology and modifying the curriculum map. 
 
WHAT WAS THE PROCESS?  The UGPC reviewed the past progress on assessment. The 
most recent assessment involved a multiple choice psychological literacy exam that covered the 
general areas of psychology.  This exam was administered to students enrolled in 4000 level 
psychology research seminars in 2007. The exam was labor intensive to construct, administer 
and score.  The results were disappointing and difficult to interpret and the committee felt the 
meager benefits were greatly outweighed by the costs. 
 
HOW DID FACULTY USE THE DATA COLLECTED? Because of the problems related to 
exam-based assessment, the committee began looking for assessment methods that involve 
activities that are already well established in program courses.  
 
 
WHAT CHANGES FOR IMPROVING (assessment of) STUDENT LEARNING WERE MADE 
AS A RESULT OF THE FINDINGS?  Assessment activities will be more course-specific. The 
UGPC will assist instructors in revising their course proposals and course materials to 
incorporate the learning objectives adopted by the Psychology Department. Syllabi will include 
program goals where appropriate and student learning objectives related to these goals. 
Instructors will be asked to provide regular assessment data on student learning objectives 
identified in their courses. The UGPC will collect these data and present them to the 
Department where areas of strengths and weaknesses will be discussed. Hopefully, this will 
lead to decisions about how to strengthen the weak areas and improve student learning. 
 
Table 3 (from the 2009 APR) illustrates how one faculty member plans to assess student 
learning objectives related to Psyc 3000, a class required of all Psychology majors.   
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Next steps:  In addition to course-based assessment, the UGPC in 1010-2011 plans to refine a 

rubric that will allow assessment of progress on some program objectives at the two Psychology 
Research Symposiums (one in the Fall semester and the other in the Spring semester). Several 
different assessment instruments have been tested at these symposiums in the last three years.  
Also, a pilot test of a student self-evaluation instrument related to student learning objectives 
was conducted with 40 psychology majors in a research methods class.  Although self-
evaluation instruments have their flaws they are being considered as potential supplements to 
other measures. The APA style research papers produced in the 4000-level research seminars 
(which are also WP classes) are also being considered for use in the assessment process. 


