
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Great Valley Writing Project 

California State University, Stanislaus 
One University Circle, DBH318, Turlock, CA 95382 

(209)-667-3490 www.csustan.edu/GVWP 

 

GREAT VALLEY WRITING PROJECT 
Presents 

Writing Matters 
Super Saturday Seminars 

“Writing today is not a frill for the few, but an essential skill for the many.” 
--National Commission on Writing in America’s Schools and Colleges 

Topics: 
 

Free Writing Workshops Focusing on the California Common 
Core State Standards, Digital Learning, and Writing in all 
Disciplines.  
 

Learn new approaches for integrating writing into your instruction 
from experienced K-12 teachers. Sessions target ways to integrate 
writing into all content areas, integrating technology into the 
teaching of writing, and meeting the new increased writing 
demands of the California Common Core State Standards. 
Sessions feature research-based approaches and student work.  

Unit: 

One unit of CSU Stanislaus Extended Education credit available when 
attending 5 Saturday Seminars. 

Free Professional Development 

 No payment or pre-registration required, but feel free to call the GVWP 
office to reserve your seat and ask questions. (209) 667-3490 
www.csustan.edu/gvwp 

Super Saturdays 

9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M 

• Writing Every Day  

• Content Area Writing 

• Writing As a Process 

• Engaging Writing 
Assignments 

• Reading-Writing 
Connections 

• Critical Reading and 
Analytical Writing  

• Digital Literacy  

• Collaborative Discourse 

• Higher Level Thinking 
Skills  

• Presentation of 
Knowledge 

• Evidence Based Claims 

 

Dates and Locations: 
Oct. 26, 2013, Jan. 11, Mar 22, 2014 
 
California State University, Stanislaus 
Turlock Campus, TBA       -And- 
1 University Circle, Turlock 

Sept. 14, Nov. 16, 2013, Feb 22, 2014  

Stockton Campus, Acacia Building 
612 E. Magnolia, Stockton 

http://www.csustan.edu/GVWP


September 14th, CSU Stanislaus, Stockton  
Implementing Common Core State Standards K-6 
Fiona Bessette, Literacy Coach Tom Hawkins Elementary, Tracy  
Dawn Myers, Literacy Coach Anthony Traina Elementary, Tracy 
This workshop offers teachers an opportunity to develop an understanding of the CA 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and how they impact expectations for student 
writing. Join two GVWP teacher leaders as they model strategies that can be easily 
implemented in any classroom and any content area. Student samples will be shared with 
participants. 
 
Implementing Common Core State Standards 7-12--Read, Talk, Listen, Write. 
Krista Beltran, Tom Hawkins School, Tracy, 7th grade English 
Tom O’Hara, West High School, Tracy, History/Social Science 
Teachers will explore how reading and discussing a variety of texts--both fiction and non-
fiction--can build content knowledge so that students “write from plenty.” Learn how to 
guide students to compose the three CCSS text types when students are immersed in 
relevant topics.  
 
October 26th, 2013  Turlock 
Build a Writing Community and Expand the Writer’s Audience 
Kari Caviness-Schack, Savage Middle School, Modesto, 6th grade 
Meet the demands of CCSS writing to “write often, for varied lengths of time” by providing 
prompts--a word, a picture, even mentor text to have students write informally. Experience 
how using a blog as a platform allows students to share their writing with others in a 
writing community to develop writing skills and expand their reading audience. Easily 
adapt these ideas to any grade level and across the curriculum. 
 
Finding the Story Within  
Callie Kitchen, CSU Stanislaus, Turlock, English 
What stories draw you in? The Common Core calls for students to "use narrative techniques, 
such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters."  Participants will practice writing from different 
points of view using various writing prompts and will learn how to integrate reflective 
writing to take students to a higher metacognitive level.  
 
November 16th, 2013 Stockton 
Teaching Inference and Finding Evidence in Informational Text 
Diane Entizne, Tom Hawkins Elementary School, Tracy 6th grade ELA and Math 
Making inferences and finding evidence is a Common Core anchor standard across grades 
and all subjects. Learn why teaching inference is important, strategies for teaching students 
to make inferences, and find supporting evidence in informational text.   
 
 
Let’s Talk: Writing from Memory and Revision Workshop 
Hauna Zaich, Stockton Collegiate International School, Stockton, 8th & 10th grade IB English 
Story telling is timeless. Why not combine the power of the written word and the strength 
of speaking skills?  Come learn how to facilitate an effective, engaging, student centered 
writing workshop implementing constructive feedback and revising strategies 
 
 



January 11th, 2014 Turlock 
Analytical Writing and Thinking Targeting CCSS and Assessment 
Darrell Wildt, SJCOE Alternative Ed. Grades 8-12 
Participants will experience how contrasting video clips and basic on-demand writing 
prompts can be a launch point for higher levels of critical thinking, analytical writing, and 
content based research activities. This demonstration will also feature computer technology 
and project ideas that can be modified or enhanced for content areas and grade levels. 
 
Writer's Notebooks to Ignite Student Writing 
Leslie Latour, Van Allen School, Escalon, 4th grade 
Learn how Writer's Notebooks create an environment where it's safe for students to take 
risks with thoughts, ideas and initial drafts.  Participants will learn how to launch Writer's 
Notebooks in their classroom and move on to strategies that build writing stamina and 
fluency to meet the needs of Common Core. 
 
February 22nd, 2014 Stockton 
Using Writing to Cross Over Curricular Boundaries and Meet Common Core Standards 
Gina Mickley, SJCOE Alt-Ed.  Grades 7-12 
Attendees will participate in narrative, expository and persuasive writing, creating lessons 
and adapting unit plans to include History, Science and Math.   EL strategies will be 
discussed and student work will be available. 
 
Transitioning into Common Core: Science and Expository Literacy 
Amber Baranowski, Mitchell Senior, Atwater, Science 
Are you overwhelmed with the idea of your students being able to read and write in science 
or other content area classroom?  This workshop will explore strategies that scaffold close 
reading activities, strategic writing practices and the analysis of student samples. We will 
work together to face the Common Core and its challenges. 
 
March 22nd, 2014 Turlock 
Building Writing Communities with Writing Circles 
Angela Weaver, Bethany Elementary, Mountain House, 1st grade 
Looking for a way to improve your writing program to meet the CCSS? Writing circles are a 
collaborative student led strategy for all grade levels. Participants will learn how this low 
stakes writing is easily implemented in any classroom. Writing circles increase student 
fluency and confidence in their writing without increasing the teacher’s workload. 
 
Engaging Exploration 
Chris Beebout, Turlock High, 9th-12th English 
Trouble with student engagement in research papers? Participants will learn how to bridge 
the gap between personal narratives and formal research papers by using the I-search 
process. Help students navigate and critique sources on a quest to seek the answers to 
individual inquiries. 


