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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The A BASE Seminar was held January 29, 2002, at California State University, Stanislaus from 4 pm
to 7:30 pm.  Ninety five people attended the Seminar, of which sixty-two persons participated in
completing evaluation forms for the activity—a 65% response rate. The evaluation forms provided the
participant to rate each of the Seminar’s activities: HECCC Committee Findings on Pre-Algebra,
Algebra, and Intermediate Algebra; presentations  from Merced Mathematics Vertical Teams, Stanislaus
Mathematics Council, Central California Math Project, and the Collaborative Academic Preparation
Initiative (CAPI); and Breakout Session Reports and Recommendations.

A summary of the attendees’ evaluation of the Seminar confirmed overwhelmingly that most of those
who rated the Seminar felt it was a good to an excellent presentation. In addition to the rating of the
Seminar, attendees also provided positive anecdotal comments of the presentations and offered
suggestions as to topics of interest for the forthcoming seminars to be held this spring. The suggestions
offered for the forthcoming spring seminars have been made available to the A BASE Planning
Committee for their consideration in their program planning of the March and May seminars.

The participants in the breakout group sessions were presented two questions to deliberate—Barriers to
student Success in Mathematics: What do students struggle with when they make the transition from K-
12 to college/university? and What does the group perceive beyond algebra issues to improve success in
mathematics?

The participants identified a significant number of barriers for success in mathematics. Among the many
barriers identified, the following is an extract of those that were offered:

ü Difference in level of expectation and student responsibilities between high
school and college course

ü Length of time between last math class and college course
ü Lack of consistency in calculator use
ü Lack of study skills/basic skills
ü Amount of material covered, books cover too many topics
ü Lack of training and true understanding of math concepts for elementary teachers

Regarding issues beyond algebra, the participants noted many issues. Among the many noted, the
following is a partial inclusion of their comments:

ü More rigorous math classes for elementary teachers
ü Curriculum that focuses on problem solving, not test preparation
ü Four years of mathematics in high school
ü Study skills
ü Develop student responsibility
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