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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The A-BASE’s second spring seminar series was held March 20, 2002 at the California State University,
Stanislaus campus in Turlock from 4 pm to 7:30 pm. Of the fifty-four persons who had indicated that they would
attend the Seminar, 41 attended--a 76% participation rate.

A mailing list of near 400 persons within HECCC’s six-county region consisting of junior high school, high
school, and college/university instructors of mathematics, school administrators, and representatives of the
respective county offices of education was employed to announce the March 20 Seminar.  Flyers announcing the
Seminar were mailed individually to all those whose names appeared on the mailing list by postal mail and, in
addition, follow-up announcements were sent electronically to the same population.  Also, an earlier flyer was
mailed to the same population that announced the inclusion of an “Idea Exchange” at the forthcoming seminar.
This announcement noted the information pertinent to the seminar and invited mathematics instructors to submit
successful tips or successful innovative teaching practices for distribution at the seminar.  Each contributor was
rewarded fifty dollars for their successful tip or successful practice.  Eight mathematics instructors submitted their
successful practices.

The Seminar included a keynote speaker whose address was “Failing in Algebra!” and three breakout sessions.
Topics that were presented in the breakout sessions included the following: Vertical Teaming—How to Start and
How to Keep Alive; WIC (Writing, Inquiry, and Collaboration) and Math—Good Strategies for Teaching Math;
and Mathematics Course Offerings for Non-College Prep Students (Beyer High School model).

At the conclusion of the seminar, an evaluation of the seminar was solicited from the participants. Of the forty-
one attendees participating at the seminar, thirty submitted their responses. A summary of the responses is as
following:

 Activity Rated as: Excellent to Good Poor No Response

Idea Exchange 22 (74%) 4 (13%) 4 (13%)

Keynote Address 11 (37%) 17 (57%) 2 (6%)

Vertical Teaming 17 (61%) 10 (37%) 3 (10%)

WIC and Math 18 (86%) 2 (9%) 2 (9%)

Required Math 6 (76%) 1 (12%) 1 (12%)

Seminar Organization 22 (73%) 5 (17%) 3 (10%)

Seminar Format 26 (87%) 1 (4%) 3 (10%)

Among the comments that were volunteered by some of the participants, the following were noted:
ü The Idea Exchange was a positive contribution.
ü Need to “invite or drag” more teachers to the seminars.
ü A need for more teachers from high school and below to attend.
ü Need to focus more on teaching strategies and methods to assist students.
ü Need teaching strategies to take back to the classroom, breakout sessions do not allow for depth.
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